Trauma resuscitation and monitoring: military lessons learned.
Over the past 13 years, the military health care system has made improvements that are associated with an unprecedented survival rate for severely injured casualties. Monitoring for indications of deterioration as the critically injured patient moves across the continuum of care is difficult given the limitations of routinely used vital signs. Research by both military and civilian researchers is revolutionizing monitoring, with an increased focus on noninvasive, continuous, dynamic measurements to provide earlier, more sensitive indications of the patient's perfusion status.